
On behalf of the Board of Directors of ROHI Foundation we would like to extend our sincere thanks for 

your support toward the work in Reynosa, Mexico in 2019. In the midst of continued violence in the city 

and particularly in the communities we serve, God has used Rohi and its partners to show the certain 

and enduring love of God. In very tough times it is easy to doubt God is there – but He has provided our 

ministry, and others, to be His ambassadors of comfort and help in the storm. The area by the La Union 

campus and New Hope Church continues to be the epicenter of violence and many families have left the 

surrounding area. Enrollment at the La Union primary and high school, as well as the Nopelera primary, 

is down and it is not uncommon for classes to be canceled due to violence or the threat of violence. The 

community lives in fear and it takes a heavy toll on both the residents and the Garcias (our 

missionaries), as well as the other ministry partners. 

It is reasonable to question why continue the work when there are fewer people and the situation is so 

dangerous. Those who remain are in the most need and have the fewest resources. They are truly the 

least and we feel it is our calling to serve them and walk this difficult road with them. We know when we 

are serving those with the least, we are truly serving The Lord (Matthew 25:40). 

And so we continue the work and have seen God’s amazing blessing and provision on our efforts. We 

had two mission trips (June and Thanksgiving) and smaller trip at Labor Day for a school supply 

distribution (3 preschools, 2 primary schools and 3 high schools). Though these trips were smaller and 

participants fewer than in years past, God multiplied our resources and we had two medical clinics on 

the canal and a STEM enrichment day at the La Union school. 

The role of our onsite missionaries, the Garcias, in continuing our ongoing daily ministry cannot be 

understated. Rohi’s support of the Little Blue Schools, which provide a K-6 education to the children in 

the colonias, and the Prepatoria (or high school) continues to be a top priority. We are grateful for our 

continued financial partnership with COCI (Cherish Our Children International) as we seek to  stability 

maintain in a very chaotic environment. On our two main primary campuses, La Union and Nopelera, we 

are grateful that the government continues to provide teachers. At La Union, the government currently 

provides two primary level teachers through SEP (the primary provider of public education in Mexico) 

and three high school teachers through SEP. At Nopelera, all teachers are provided by CONAFE (they 

don’t have a high school campus). We continue to seek to support these teachers with materials, 

equipment, and maintenance/improvement of infrastructure. At La Union, we installed a perimeter 

fence to better secure the property. Because the long term viability of this location is in question, we 

opted for chain link rather than block, as a chain link fence can be moved. Our next project is to 

construct a temporary third classroom for the high school, which in the future can be used as a storage 

shed. This is a temporary solution as we determine whether the high school will remain at this location 

long term. If the high school endures, we have resources to construct a new three classroom building 

and the old two classroom building can be used by the primary school (whose old classrooms are ready 

to be retired).   

In our efforts to ensure all students can read, write and do basic math, we continued our daily after 

school tutoring classes. We served over 25 students on over 100 afternoons. The vast majority of 

students were served by classes in the Spring semester in the Nopelera community. Our enrollment 

dropped significantly in the fall. In this new year, we are trying different strategies to increase 

enrollment and participation. Andrea Garcia, who is our lead tutor, is now the president of the parent 

organization at Nopelara primary, and we are hopeful that opens new doors. 



The high school, or Preparatory, saw its fourth graduating class of 12 students in 2019. We awarded 

each graduate a Dell laptop computer to assist them in continuing their studies post-graduation. Our 

funding partner, DressWell GiveWell, donated the funds for this purpose. We thought last year that 

perhaps a computer wasn’t the most useful gift for every student, but after conversations with the 

upcoming graduates, they confirmed it was.    

Another focus of our ministry is meeting the medical, dental and vision needs of those living in the 

colonia. We were able to have two clinics on the canal – one in June and another at Thanksgiving. We 

are grateful for the American and local doctors that helped us. We were not able to have any dental 

services this year on the canal, and limited vision services. We are hopeful that we can do so this year at 

the two clinics we have planned (June and Thanksgiving).  

We also seek to address the health needs of students by providing daily vitamins to address nutrient 

deficiencies and helping subsidize the purchase of food for a mid-morning breakfast meal. 

Often God opens unexpected doors and this year that was a partnership with Senda La Vida Migrant 

Center. Senda la Vida was housing upwards of 300 migrants seeking asylum in the United States as they 

“waited in place” for their number to be called. The facility was not designed or intended for more than 

75-100 persons at a time. People were sleeping in tents all over the campus. Every amenity was 

overwhelmed. We were able to assist them by purchasing a 10,000 liter water tank, essentially doubling 

their water storage capacity. 

The newest colonia, named 23rd of March, continues to be focus on ministry efforts. It lies in a flood 

plain across a small irrigation canal from Nopelera. The living conditions there are primitive at best and a 

health danger at worst. Because of the flooding, they have brought in fill material to elevate their 

homes. But the land was not reengineered to direct water to an outlet. So the water sits stagnant in 

pools around the community, a breeding ground for mosquitos and other insects. While we greatly want 

to improve their living conditions, the enormity of the task is beyond our ability. So we help where we 

can, distributing blankets and jackets, holding a community celebration…and most recently, engaging 

the Garcia’s church, Gracia Abundante, to provide dispensas, or distributions, of clothes, food and other 

needed items. David also holds Bible studies there and seeks to minister to the community in any way 

he can.    

The Garcia’s day to day oversight of our work is critical. Their maintenance of the infrastructure, 

especially the wells and water lines, but also the school buildings and other physical assets, is vital. This 

year the water wells have required more maintenance, and both pumps are due for replacement. David 

has engaged the community and encouraged them to support financially this required maintenance. 

Though their contribution amounts to a fraction of the actual cost, we felt their participation was crucial 

to the civic engagement and responsibility we are trying to foster.   

Their heart and our vision for them will always be to address the spiritual needs of the community. The 

Garcias are committed to sharing God's word and making disciples. They live in the community and daily 

are God's messengers. David preaches weekly at Pastor Antonio's New Hope Church during the 

Wednesday night service and leads worship at the Sunday evening service. In effect, David pastors this 

community on a daily basis. He is there to be a counselor and encourager. Luzma and their daughters 

arrange celebratory events at the church, whether for holidays, quinceañeras, baby showers, etc.  But 

they are also there in times of tragedy, offering comfort and prayer. This past year they have particularly 



focused on community based discipleship. We purchased them a new above ground pool so they could 

host families and build discipleship relationships. They have been trying other means as well, but the 

swim dates were by far the most popular.  

While they greatly desire to minister to this community, we covet your prayers for their safety and 

peace of mind as they try to be God’s hands and feet in the midst of all the violence. We are grateful for 

the provision of additional monies contributed so that we could continue to rent them a house in a 

more secure part of town to offer respite. Having a place to relax and recuperate away from these 

stressors makes a big difference. They still make their primary residence on the canal, with their 

daughter Fernanda and son David occupying the “city house” while they are not there.  

Organizationally, we continue to write a monthly newsletter, utilize Facebook, and our website 

(www.therohifoundation.org) to keep supporters abreast of all God is doing in and through Rohi. The 

Board of Directors of ROHI would ask for your prayers as we plan for 2020.    

Our prayer for you, our partners in this work, is that the Lord Jesus Christ will strengthen you and bless 

you and your family for the investment you are making in His Church.  May He grant you a 2020 that is 

full of purpose and life as we serve and worship the God we love.   

  

God Bless,   

  

ROHI Board of Directors   

  

Follow us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/pages/Rohi-Foundation/156938797689654 


